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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MEAT MARKETING CO-OPERATIVE LIMITED (SHARES) BILL 2002 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 26 February. 

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood) [5.24 pm]:  As the new Liberal spokesperson for agriculture, it gives 
me pleasure to speak on this legislation.  The Liberal Party agrees with the legislation, as I am sure the National 
Party does.  It presents an opportunity to give a long dissertation about meat marketing in WA and the activities 
of the former Western Australian Lamb Marketing Board, especially towards the end of its time.  I will resist that 
opportunity.  It was an initiative of the previous coalition Government, under the stewardship of the then 
Minister for Primary Industries, the member for Stirling, that the Western Australian Meat Marketing 
Corporation, as established under the Marketing of Meat Act 1971, was disbanded. 

With long consultation with the industry, the Western Australian Meat Marketing Co-operative Ltd was 
established.  I am a little disappointed that it has taken two years to sort out the final part of that legislation, and 
to issue the shares.  I know there are some good reasons for that situation.  In the interests of brevity and 
providing control to growers, the legislation should be passed as soon as possible through both Houses of 
Parliament. 

The measure provides that the Western Australian Meat Marketing Co-operative Ltd - WAMMCO - has an 
obligation to issue shares under the Act, and for those shares to be transferred firstly to the minister on behalf of 
the State.  The minister must then transfer the shares to the trustee as soon as possible.  Hence, I question why 
this measure has taken so long to be before us. 

The Bill will also exempt stamp duty on the transfer of shares under the Act, as did the 1999 legislation, and the 
transfer by trustees to the lamb producers will be in accordance with the trust deed.  It will save $28 000 to 
$29 000 in stamp duty.  The discretionary trust is set up purely to distribute the shares from WAMMCO to the 
State’s lamb producers.  The distribution is to take place on an equalisation formula based on the producer’s 
level of patronage with WAMMCO. 

Lamb producers are waiting for this machinery legislation, which should have been passed long ago.  I will not 
delay the matter, in full knowledge that all parties are in agreement with the legislation.  I attended the Western 
Australian Farmers Federation’s wool and grains conference today.  I am sure the organisers will be happy to 
know that although members of various parties did not attend the latter part of the conference, it was because 
another job was to be done; namely, passing the legislation through Parliament.  I support the legislation and 
urge the Government to pass the measure as soon as possible. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [5.28 pm]:  The National Party is keen to see the Bill progress for the benefit of 
the Western Australian Meat Marketing Co-operative Ltd, meat producers and the industry as a whole.  Like the 
member for Warren-Blackwood, I will be brief. 

The previous Government ended its involvement with lamb marketing under the Meat Marketing Act 1971 and 
allowed the single-desk status to be removed.  This happened when the member for Stirling was the responsible 
minister.  It also allowed for the formation of the producers’ cooperative, known by everyone as WAMMCO.  
The cooperative has its large abattoir operation in Katanning, which is a major regional centre situated in my 
electorate.  It is crucial to providing employment and great economic value to the region.  Katanning also hosts a 
large and successful sheep selling yards complex.  WAMMCO’s abattoir and the saleyards in Katanning 
complement each other.   

The funds left in the former WA Meat Marketing Corporation were to be distributed to the industry.  However, 
under the Act, there would have been unintended tax consequences for the trustees and producers.  As mentioned 
in the second reading speech by the parliamentary secretary, these tax consequences will not occur if the shares 
are issued first to the minister on behalf of the State Government, and then transferred to the trustee for 
distribution in accordance with the trust deed.  The Bill provides for this to happen.  The Bill also exempts from 
stamp duty the transfer of shares; as the member for Warren-Blackwood said, that is a saving of about $28 000.  
The 1999 legislation also provided for such a saving.  Both the no-tax consequences and the stamp duty 
exemption will benefit all those involved in the meat industry.  These are, therefore, very important provisions. 

Under the 1999 legislation lamb producers were to receive a distribution of shares.  The passing of this Bill will 
finally allow that to occur.  Also, the Western Australian Meat Marketing Co-operative Ltd will be able to hold 
its first formal annual general meeting.  The producers and WAMMCO have been waiting for some time for this 
legislation and, along with everyone else, they welcome its finalisation. 

The Western Australian Meat Marketing Co-operative is operating very well under the chairmanship of Mr 
Dawson Bradford, who is a well-known and highly respected producer from Cuballing, north of Narrogin.  I 
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acknowledge Dawson’s excellent leadership and the good work of the directors of WAMMCO.  I also take this 
opportunity to wish Dawson an excellent recovery from a serious illness he has experienced in recent times.  I 
saw him the other day.  He is making excellent progress and I hope his recovery continues to go well. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the National Party fully supports this Bill and I wish WAMMCO and the producers 
every success in the future. 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Parliamentary Secretary) [5.31 pm]:  I thank the members for Warren-
Blackwood and Wagin for their contribution to the debate.  They basically repeated what I said in the second 
reading speech. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  They may have done so slightly better than I did; nevertheless I thank them for their 
contribution.  Nothing more need be said. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time, proceeded through remaining stages without debate, and passed. 

House adjourned at 5.32 pm 
__________ 

 


